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JOE C. ELLIOTT RECEIVES 
DOCTORATE AT UM
MISSOULA--
At the age of 26, Joe C. Elliott, Eau Claire, Wise., has received the highest academic 
degree offered at the University of Montana.
Friday, Aug. 1, he received a doctorate in botany after passing an oral examination 
on his research concerned with, "Asymmetric Cell Divisions and Morphogenesis in the 
Protonema of Sphagnum palustre L."
Dr. Elliott's study concerns factors controlling different forms of cell division.
He said that scientists are trying to understand why a single cell similar to others grows 
into an individual organism, different from other organisms.
Someday scientists hope to know, according to Dr. Elliott, "Why and when a cell 
will do something."
Learning more about cell division through basic research may help practical researchers 
in the future. Practical research, using results of various basic researchers like Dr. 
Elliott, solves problems which directly affect man.
This summer, Dr. Elliott and Carol, his bride of three months, are working on a grant
assisting Dr. Clarence C. Gordon, a UM associate professor of botany. They are studying
the effects of flouride pollution from the Anaconda Aluminum plant at Columbia Falls, Mont.
Washington University, St. Louis, Mo., has awarded Dr. Elliott a post-doctoral fellow- 
s ip for next year to study at the Center for the Biology of Natural Systems. He will serve
as an aquatic ecologist, studying various forms of environmental degradation pertaining to 
environment in the water. K
p Later this summer Dr. Elliott plans to present a paper at the International Botanical 
Congress, Seattle, Wash., on his thesis research.
, m in 196\Dl- H i 1?"' SOn 0f Mr\ and Mrs- C.S. Elliott, Eau Claire, Wise., was graduated 
from Memorial High School in Eau Claire. He attended Wisconsin State University in Eau 
Claire, majored in biology and was graduated in 196S. Dr. Elliott bypassed the mastiFrs
doctorate*^ Came dlr6Ctly t0 the University in Missoula to begin a four-year study toward his
His wife is the former Carol Plopper, Burbank, Calif. Her parents.also of Burbank.are 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Plopper. ------ ------
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